
CHESS NOTES   06.03.14   Peter Sherlock 
 
Lincolnshire’s team in the Minor Counties competiti on were 
the visitors to Thurmaston village hall near Leices ter and 
the third and final group match in the Midland Coun ties 
East Zone. Both counties had beaten Derbyshire but lost to 
Nottinghamshire in the earlier matches so this was a key 
match with only the winners progressing to the Midl and 
Counties semi-final and also a place in the nationa l 
finals. 
 
On board 14 Lincoln’s Ian McDonald was paired as wh ite 
against Karl Potter from the Latimer Chess Club in 
Leicester with the opening following the French exc hange 
variation 1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. exd5 exd5 4. Nf3 Nf6  5. Ne5 
Bd6 and Ian has posted his knight onto e5 6. Be2 0- 0 7. 0-0 
Re8 8. Bf4 c6 9. Nd2 Bf5 10. c4 Qe7 11. Bf3 Nbd7 12 . Re1 
Qf8 13. Qb3 and with all the pieces still on the bo ard 
there is a lot of pressure on the central squares. Black 
decided to break the deadlock with 13. ...dxc4 14. Ndxc4 
Be6 and Ian’s knight is pinned by the bishop but he  
calculated a game winning combination (see diagram)  – can 
you see it? 
 
Ian played 15. Nxd7 Nxd7 16. Bxd6 Bxc4 17. Rxe8 Qxe 8 18. 
Qxc4 and Ian came out with a piece advantage and bl ack 
resigned a few moves later. 
 
Wins also for Chris Dorrington from Grantham and Pa ul 
Cumbers from Sheffield together with draws for Nick  Stead, 
David Coates, Nick Payne, Alastair Summers, Stuart 
MacDonald and Denis Georgiou was not enough as 
Leicestershire ran out winners 10-6 meaning a prema ture end 
to Lincolnshire’s season. 
 
Lincoln Chess Club play at the RAOB Club, 58 South Park on 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm. www.lincolnchessclub.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


